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T H E 


S PE E CH, &c. 


Attempts baving been made to invade the Liberties 

2 4 Preſs, a very large and moſt re ſpectable 

Meeting was beld at the Free Maſon's Tavern, 
on Saturday, the 22d of December, 1792, to take 
into conſideration ſuch Meaſures as were neceſ- 
ſary to counteraF ſuch Attempts, and to regain 
for the People the Freedom of public Diſcuſſion. 


ERARD NOEL EDWARDS, Eſq. Member of 

Parliament for the county of Rutland, being ſeated 
in the chair by unanimous conſenc, begged leave to aſſure 
the Meeting, that he was a moſt zealous friend to the 
object for which they were aſſembled. He truſted that 
their | in gar would be marked with a firmneſs that no 
miniſterial menaces ſhould diſmay, and with a perſeve- 
Trance that no difficulties ſhould weaken. Thus firm, 
thus perſevering, thus decorous, he could not permit him- 
ſelf to entertain a doubt of the eventual ſucceſs of their 

endeavours. | 

Mr. CLirFoRD was then defired to read the following 
Reſolutions. He obſerved that they appeared to him ſo 
very beneficial in their tendency, that he ſhould content 
himſelf, for the preſent, with only reading them. 

After the Reſolutions had been read; it was determined 
that they ſhould be put ſeparately. Mr. Clifford having 
propoſed that the bel ſhould be agreed to, 

Mr. Rous ſeconded the motion. As the motion con- 
tained a truiſm, it would be unneceſſary, he ſaid, and imper- 
tinent in him to trouble the Aſſembly with any obſervations 
upon it. As, however, he had riſen to ſecond, the mo- 
tion, he would avail himſelf of the opportunity of ſaying a 
few words. It was impoſſible, he ſaid, that liberty could 
exiſt, if a. bitrary reſtrictions were impoſed on public diſ- 
cuſhion ; for liberty ſuppoſed a knowledge of the common 
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intereſt, and an union to ſupport that intereſt. By what 
means could that be known? By allowing a free ope- 
ration to diſcuſſion, and by permitting the diffuſion of in- 
formation among the people. On the ſecond and third 
reſolutions, he intreated permiſſion to make a few obſer- 


vations. The ſecond refolution was in truth no more 


than the ſame idea conveyed in the firſt, detailed, how- 
ever, in more words, for the purpoſe of making it more 
obvious. How could meaſures be tried, but by the con- 
fli of opinion ? the public being the judges of the truth 
or falſehood of them. If no ſuch conflict were allowed, 
thoſe who propagated doctrines that were new, might fall 
a victim to them ; and the beſt perſons might be ſacrificed 
to-the ignorance of the age in which they lived. The 
Aﬀembly would recolle& how many of the human race, 
who had maintained poſitions -that were now univerſally 
admitted, had been confined in dungeons, or periſhed mi- 
ferably on a ſcaffold, Public diſcuffion was, in his opi- 
nion, as neceſſary to the happineſs of mankind, as the 
light of the ſun was to the diſcernment of colours. The 
third reſolution was only ſuch a one as was beſt adapted to 
expreſs the ſentiments of the Meeting in the indiſpenſible 
neceſſity of allowing freedom of diſcuſſion in all public 
meaſures. It marked this diſtinction, that, while 

demand this freedom of diſcuffing every ſubjeQ of public 
opinion, they admitted that the interefts o ent 
required that that diſcuſſion ſhould be under ſubordination, 
and in a great degree under the direction of the civil ma- 
giſtrate. If the right of diſcuffion had not been uſed by 
thoſe who lived in old times, what would the government 
of England have been in the preſent moment? It would 
Not have been diſcovered, that, by making the crown he- 
reditary, the ambition of men would be reftrained within 
proper limits, inaſmuch as by no efforts of theirs could 
they obtain the firſt office in the ſtate. But for this pro- 
viſion, the conteſt that would be eternally e by 
ambitious men would prove dangerous and deſtructive to 


. 


the exiſtence of public peace and public fecurity. There 


was another truth, which he truſted the people would diſ- 
cern (in ſpite of the endeayours of thoſe who would pre- 


"vent them from diſcerning it) that the democratic part of 


he ccxiſtitution of England could alone reſtrain the eſta- 


bliſhmeut of a permanent executive magiſtracy, and could 


alone 
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alone reftrain the Nobility and the Epiſcopacy from rallying 
round the Throne to ſupport it in Tyranny and Deſpotiſm, 
There were men who talked of the onſtitution as if it 
were only to be admired by ignorance; who mentioned it 
in ſuch a manner, as if the diffuſion of knowledge would 
bring it into contempt and abhorrence. The Conſtitution, 
however, was really an object for the admiration and ap- 
plauſe of wiſdom, Freedom of diſcuſſion would be found 
to increaſe that admiration and that applauſe; it would be 
found to ſtrengthen the intereſts of Government, if Go- 
vernment would condeſcend to know its real intereſts, 

The ſubſequent Reſolutions tended to expreſs the un- 
caſineſs and alarm which the Meeting experienced in be- 
holding the fo mation of Aſſociations for the avowed pur- 
poſe of ſtifling diſcuſſion; and of arreſting the operations 
of thought. 

The Crown and Anchor Reſolutions deſerved reproba- 
tion, becauſe they were illegal and inſul ing to Govern- 
ment, This Aﬀciation, in fact, faid, that the Laws and 
Government were not adequate to the Government of the 
Count:y, and that the Magiſtrates were not competent to 
judge what was either libellous or ſeditious. Theſe Aſſo- 
ciatiors had the impudence to erect themſelves into State 
Inguiſitors, and Licenſers of the Preſs, and to hold out 
encouragement to ſpies and inſormers. Such conduct, he 
argued, muſt ee indignation in every fecling breaſt, 
For what did theſe men do? They armed the ſervant 
againſt the Maſter, relative againſt relative, child againſt 
father, and their Reſolutions were calculated to diſturb 
and deftroy all the comforts and the peace of domeſtic 
tranquillity. They would drive men back to the ages jof 
ſuperſtition and darkneſs; and they tended to maxe the 
People of this Country ſuppoſe that no Free Government 
exiſted, They wiſhed to Mey that their exertions were 
ſuperior to the exertions of the Government of the 
Country, and to aſſume to themſelves the character of 
State Inquiſitors. What he aſked, was the exiſting Go- 
vernment, founded on, but on the rights of the People ? 
It was the People that raiſed the preſent Royal Family to 
the Throne, aud what bet er protection could that Family 
have than the hearts of the People. And here he truſted 
that the blind zeal, and miſguided conduct of ridiculous 


Aſſociations, would not operate to alienate the loyalty of 
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thoſe ſubjects who loved his Majeſty and his illuſtrious 
progeny. He truſted that it was unneceſſary to excite the 
contempt of the Mærting againſt theſe inſolent Aſſociators, 
who g atified a miſerable creeping ambition, by attempting, 
as much as in them lay, to annihilate free diſcuſſion, and 


erect themielves into Directors of the Preſs. Finally, he 


hoped, that if any individual was ſelected for proſecution, 
for delivering ſpeculative opinions on Government, that 
the preſent Aſſembly would ſtand forward to defend and 
protect him. 

Mr. Rovs's animated ſpeech was received with much 
applauſe. 

The firſt Reſolutibn was carried without one diſſentient 
voice. 

When the ſecond was put. 

Mr. THELWALL ſtated a fact. A perſon who had 
faid in the ſtreet that a Reform in Parliament was neceſ- 
fary, was overheard by a Common Councilman, one of 
the Aſſociators, who ged him to the place where the 
Aſſociation to which he belonged was held, and by me- 
naces obliged him to ſubſcribe his name to a ſtring of Re- 
ſolutions, the purport of which he did not know. The 
perſon ſo treated was in the room. 

A Tradeſman of the neighbourhc od, ſtated alſo another 
circumſtance, of a more atrocious nature. A man of the 
name of Baxter had attended the meeting held in the 
church of St. Leonard, Shoreditch. He ſuggeſted a 
doubt of the exiſtence of perſons who were Lathes or 
who wiſhed to convert England into a Republic. He 
was immediately dragged dun from the ſteps of the 


+ pulpit, where he was ſtanding, and trampled on by five 


perſons, one of whom was a clergyman. He was then 
forced cut of the church, knocked down, and his ſcull 
almoſt fractured. In addition to this cruelty, he was car- 
ried before a Magiſtrate, and accuſed of High Treaſon. 
The Magiſtrate, however, releafed him from this charge ; 
and it was then reſolved to indict him, firſt, for a Libel. 
and afterwards for a Riot. The laſt offence being alledged 
againſt him, he had been forced to enter into a bond of 40l. 
tor his appearance at the next Quarter Seſſions, to take his 

trial for ſuch Riot. 
This fact, the poor man faid, he was defired by Baxter 
to mention to the Aſſembly, whoſe protection he „ 
( 1 : ma- 
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Univerſal indignation pervaded the Meeting. 

But Mr. EpwarDs he Chairman on a Reſolution be- 
ing propoſed, expreſſive of this indignation, wiſhed to call 
the attention of the Meeting to the ſubject. He ſaid, that 
that as the Gentlemen aſlembled merely to conſider the 
ſtate of the Prefs, he ſubmitted if it were ſtrictly in order 
to introduce any extraneous matter He ſtrenuouſly re- 
commended to the Meeting, to abſtain from any mention 
of Mr. Painz's book, and he declared though he might 
be unknown, yet he would proceed hand in hand with 
them conſtitutionally te obtain their object. If any thing 
could detach him from the Meeting, it would be an act of 
intemperance. Such an event, however, he did not ex- 
peR from a Meeting that had conducted itſelf in that diſ- 
creet manner, that would in the end confound the machi. 
nations of thoſe who were inimical to it. | 

The ſecond Reſolution was carried unanimouſly. 

The Reſolution which expreſſed a doubt of the ity 
of Aſſociations being put, 

Mr. O'Brien ſuggeſted, that as it was their wiſh to 


act in ſuch a manner as was ſtrictly defenſible, whether 


the words doubtful as to its Legality,” were not rather 
too ſtrong ? 

Mr. Rous and Mr. CrtirrForD, however, convinced 
the Aſſembly that they were not. | | 

Mr. CourTNeEy (the Member of Parliament) con- 
ceived the words certainly unconſtitutional would be more 
proper. 

Mr. Gar, M. P. maintained that the original aſſer- 
tion was not too ſtrong ; for the Legality of ſuch Aſſoci- 
ations had been doubted by the late md Aſhburton, and 
other eminent Lawyers. He therefore propoſed, that the 
words © doubtful as to the Legality* ſhould ſtand, and 
that they ſhould be ſucceeded by the following“ Uncon- 
ſtitutional in principle, Co in operation, and de- 
ſtructive to the liberties of the Preis.“ 

The Reſolution thus amended, was adopted unanimouſly. 

The other Reſolutions were afterwards put, and agreed 
to without one diſſentient voice. 


THANES TO MR. ERSKINE. * 
Major MaiTtLanD declared that he had one Reſolu- 


tion to propoſe, which, he was convinced, would receiv- 


[8] 
the complete approbation of every Gentleman preſent. — 
The Reſolution did not relate to any of the Aſſociations. 
It did not relate to any who ſubſcribed to the doctrines of 
thoſe Aſſociations. It related to one man, to whom the 
thanks of the Meeting, to whom the thanks of the whole 
Nation, were moſt particularly due. He trufted that it 
would not be deemed impertinent to mention his name, a 
name that was graved on the hearts of every one preſent. 
If there were any who were ignorant of that perſon to 
whom they owed the preſent law with reſpe& to Libels, 
| to thoſe perſons he did not addreſs himſelf. He did not 
| addreſs himſelf to ſuch as enjoyed bleflings without en- 
| deavouring to diſcover the ſource whence they : 
It was his wiſh to make an allufion in the Reſolution he 
was about to propoſe, to the late Trial at Guildhall, with- 
out implicating any mention of Mr. Thomas Paine. He 
| had heard that every ſolicitation had been uſed to deter his 
Hon. Friend from defending that cauſe. He had heard 
that theſe ſolicitations had been made by perſons high in 
office and authority; on ſuch diſgraceful conduct he ſhould 
make no comment, but truſting that the great and glori- 
ous ſpeech of his. Friend would be diſſeminated to every 
part of the kingdom, and that every word of it would be 
remembered, he ſhould conclide by ſimply reading his 
Reſolution. pe | 
- Mr. Rovs ſeconded the propoſition. 
Mr. O' BAHN conceived that ſome words of the mo- 
tion rather glanced at Mr. Paine's book, which it feemed 
to approve, | g | 
- Mr. Fx Ancis coincided with Mr. O*Brien—he intreated 
the Meeting to be cautious and cireumſpect in their pro- 
ceedings, and not in doing a little good, be guilty of 
doing much evil. He entreated the Meeting not to diſ- 
arm itſelf by any act of intemperance. It had to en- 
counter calumny and malevolence, and every act of the 
Meeting, be had no doubt would be miſrepreſented. He 
ſaw no neceſſity for the mention of Mr. Paine's book. — 
It would only excite obloquy, and it was a circumftance 
with which the object of the Meeting was not in the leaſt ; 
concerned. | | | 
Mr. GezxaLp thought the Meeting ſhould not be fo 
cautious in mentioning Mr. Paine's work, fince Mr. Er- 
fine defended the doctrines eontained in it. 


Mr: 
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Mr. Crirronp denied that Mr. Erſkine defended them; 
he only defended the right every man poſſeſſed of publiſh- 
ing ſpeculative opinions upon Government, if ſuch opi- 
niens were not publiſhed expreisly to excite ſedition. 

Mt. CoukrENEVY faid, whatever his private opinion 
of the book might be, it was now deemed a Libel in a 
Court of Juſtice, and he thought that the Meeting would 
act unwiſely by paſſing a Reſolution approving of its 
doctrines. The Reſolution by giving even indirect ap- 
plauſ to the Rights of Man, wou'd fubject the Meeting 
to a degree of obloquy that could anſwer no od purpoſe, 
It was better, he conceived, not to roufe peoples preju- 
dices, but to act with circumſpection, this would defeat 
the enemies of this Meeting, and could not fail of pro- 
curing an augmentation to its number. 

Mr. Grey agreed with Mr. Courtney, and wiſhed 
ſome alteration to be made in the Reſolution that ſhould 
avoid any mention of Mr. Paine. 

M. Roos acknowledged, that it would be adviſeable 
not to glance at Mr. Paine's work, although the Meetin 
meant to contend that he had a right to publiſh ir. Mr. 
Burke's book was certainly a more atrocious Libel on the 
human race, but he had a right to publiſh jt. Submit- 
ting, however, to the loſs of eſtimation, which muſt be 
his portion, who ſhould advance that which he could not 
defend, unwillingly that Right Honourable Gentleman 
had done more for liberty than almoſt any man; he had 
provoked anſwers, had been controverted in everyone of his 
deſpotic poſitions, and had been driven diſgracefully out of 
the field. The thanks of the country were due to Mr. 
Erskine, for having placed the ſubject in this view, that 
without entering into the principles of a work, an advo- 
cate might contend for the right of every man to publiſh 
ſpeculative opinions upon Government. 

Mr. TrerNEty ſpoke a few words. 

Mr. P16coT thought it ſhould be expreſſed in the re- 
ſoluton for what particular ſervice the Meeting thanked 
Mr. Erſkine. With regard to any alluſion to Mr. Paine's 
Work, that would certainly be improper, becauſe Mr. 
Paine might ftill move the Court of King's Bench in 
Arreft of Jugdment. 

The Reſolution, after ſome amendments, was put, and 
unanimoully agreed to, vide the Reſolutions, 

MR. 
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| | MR. ERSKINE | 
As foorn as the Vote of Thanks bad been paſſed, entered 
the Room. The applauſes beſtowed upon him were ſd great 
and ſo vehement, that for a quarter of an hour he was not ſuf- 
fered to ſpeak. At length, with much agitation, and moved 
even to tears, he addreſſed the Aſſembly in the following 
manner: 
*© GENTLEMEN. | 

I feel myſelf ſo deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of the 
very high honour you have conferred on me, that I can- 
« nut convey my thanks to you in language ſufficiently 
« expreflive. I believe that it will be found with me as 
« with the reſt of the human ſpecies, that applauſe and 
<« approbation ſoften and melt the heart, while oppoſition 
« and difficulty ſtimulate and rouſe it to a ſyſtem of ac- 
< tion more vigorous and energetic. It is therefore, Gen- 
<« tlemen, that my preſent feelings are more poignant and 
t acute than when calumny poured the fouleſt infinua- 
© tions upon me, and flander deduced every action from 
« the moſt unworthy motives. 

From the temper the firmneſs, and the perſeverence 
. © which you have evinced this day, I augur that England 

<< will feel, from one extremity to the other, the good 

< effects of you deliberations. One of the Reſolutions 
6 2 haye paſſed is, © that a ſyſtem of arbitrary coercion 
has always been dangerous to the Government of 
« Englund.” — This is the fat; and fhould ever an 
«Adminiſtration adopt ſuch a ſyſtem, I truſt that we ſhall 
« convince themſthat it is not only dangerous to the peace 
* FX the country, but perſonally dangerous to them- 
4 ſelves. | 

Gentlemen, it would afford me much uneaſineſs if 
* any applauſe with which you ſhould honour me, were 
to produce miſconſtruction and miſrepreſentation. In 
&© this ſeaſon, however, I fear that ſuch an effect 
* cannot be averted, But let it be ſome conſolation to 
* know, that our intentions will only be - miſcen- 
„ ſtrued and miſrepreſented by thoſe who are endeavour- 
« ingtodeprive us of our moſt valuable bleſſings. 

« In the cauſe which has been alluded to, a verdi has 
* been given, of which I mean to ſay nothing. But it is 


* certainly in the power of Mr, Paine to bring bis -_ 


n 


cc for a reviſion, and to demand from the Court a deciſion 
1s on the natue and extent of his defence. If he ſhould bediſ- 
c ſatisfied with this deciſion, he may appeal to the judgment 
6 of the Houſe of Lords, by bringing a Writ of Error be- 
c fore them. As no final determination therefore has been 
&« made, we ſhould by pronouncing our opinion upon the 
« work now, do that which we all reprobate, we ſhould 
« prejudge it. 

* Ia the defence of Mr. Paine, I neither ſupported nor 
c ſurrendered the doctrines he has advanced. I pleaded 
« his cauſe in the ſame mannes as he would have been per- 
“ mitted to plead it himſelf. I told the Jury that ſhould 
« they even be ſatisfied that Monarchy was an evil, and 
that a Republican form of Government was, as Har- 
« rington in his Oceana calls it, the ancient prudence of 
« the world, yet that they would not be juſtified in pro- 
„ nouncing a verdict of accquittal, if it ſhould be proved 
« that what was done was done with a view to excite ſedi- 
« tion, and to overturn the Conſtitution of the Country. 

« Gentlemen, when I look back and ſee what has hap- 
« pened in this kingdom within the laſt ſeven months, I 
* conſider it more us a ſhocking prodigy than and natural 
charge in human affairs. What was the cauſe of the abo- 
« lition of the infamous Star Chamber? That men might 
« diſcuſs all public meaſures. It was deſtroyed on this 
« principle, That all Governments proceeded from the 
„people, and ſtood alone on their will for their continu- 
« ance. The right of diſcuſſing the private character of a 
© man is not within the right of the people, becauſe if ſuch 
« man ſhall have violated the laws, the laws are compe- 
te tent to puniſh that violation, and the people cannot be 
his judges. But the liberty of diſcuſſing public ſubjects, 
te ſubjects that affect the community does belong to the 
people; becauſe there the people may be judges. | 

« There are ſome, Gentlemen, who contend that the 
people poſleſs no authority to alter and amend the Con- 
« ſtitution under which they live. If this be true, why 
are they ever inſulted with appeals made to them for 
the purpoſe of producing ſuch an alteration. If this be 
te true, we had better burn our Reſolutions, we are a pack 
« of Conſpirators, and we meet for the very purpole of 
« Sedition and Rebellion. | 

« We 
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ee We have a good Conſtitution that wants amendment, 
ce but which it is not neceſſary to deftroy, Let us rub 
4 off the ſpots that obſcure its glory, and then let us look at 

it again. Jac 

« As ſoon as the Star Chamber had been aboliſhed, 
« Government began to pack Furirs, and at length the 
& Judges, for ſvoth, contended that they poſſeſſed the right 
« of deciding in caſes of Libels. This Conſtitution, there- 
te fore, which the Attorney-General, by a moſt curious 
« argument, declared to have laſted from all Eternity, is 
ce only about a year old. | 

* 8 I ſhould indeed conſider myſelf as a moſt 
« diſgraceful being, if I did not devote myſelf to the ſer- 
« vice of thoſe to whom I owe every thing. When I 
ce left the Army, ſtruggling with iflreſs and want, I 
cc Jearned what was the practice in caſes of libels, and 
ce thought it ſtrange if the Law was ſo. I truſted that 


“& perſeverance and fortitude would renovate what was ne- 


« ceſſary to be renovated; and I thank God that I have 
& not been diſappointed. When I addreſſed the Jury in 
the caſe of the Dean of St. Aſaph, I obſerved at 1 

ce on thoſe words, wicked, ſcandalous and ſeditious words, 
de that are to be found in every pleader's ſhop. I con- 
cc tended for the right of publiſhing opinions on Govern- 
ec ment, and was told, as a child is, not to diſturb the 
« Court with my idle prattle. And here, Gentlemen. 
& injuſtice to Lord Mansfield, I muſt ſay, that the ex- 
& nloded doctrine of Libels had not its origin in him. No 
* blame, therefore, is to be attached to his character on 
ce this account. If he does deſerve reprehenſion, it is for 
« not exerciſing the great talents he poſſeſſed in throwing 
* off a ſyſtem ſo deſtructive to the liberties of the ſub- 
« ject. Sight years ago I was told that the Jury had no 
c power—that they were only to ſee whether print was 
ec print, and to decide whether a book had been publiſh- 
ce od, and on ſuch proof were they to pronounce a 

« fendant guilty of a Libel alledged to be moſt ſcandalou 
« wicked, and ſeditious. I was conſidered then, as 

c ſhall be to-morrow. and 1 hope to all eternity by theſe 
* Afﬀociations, as uſing language dangerous to the Con- 
« ſtitution—l was beat down by a yell as loud as that 
„ which has occaſioned us to aſſemble here at this preſent 


* moment. I came back to the charge again and again, 
<< as 
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« as thoſe ought to do who are once foiled. The People of 
England in the mean time were ſpiritleſs and dead. But 
<« there is a time when deluſion muſt end. If we look 
« back into the hiſtory of the world we ſhall find that all 
« our Liberties have * from ſparks. The 


People, ſpiritleſs and dead fo long, begin to rouſe them- 
<« ſelves. The danger at length grew greater and greater, 
«and as in the beginning of the forms wave impels wave 
to the ſhore, till at length the whole ſea becomes agi- 
« tated ; ſo the ſtorm of popular indignation aroſe to ſuch 
« a height, that even this virtuous Houſe of Commons at 
& Jaſt attended to the wiſhes of the People. It became 
«© now a conſideration who was to be the Midwife. If I 
c had introduced the Libel Bill into the Houſe of Com- 
« mons, I am convinced that there were ſo many devoted 
to the judges that the Bill would not have paſſed. I 
« therefore committed it to a man poſſeſſed of infinite 
judgment, of the cleareſt mind, of the ſoundeſt heart. 
I committed it to Mr. Fox—there my voyage ended. 


% Say, ſhall my little bark attend thy ſail, 
© Purſue the triumph aud partake the gale. 


© The: People now awoke as from a e 
6. flocked round the ftandard of Mr. Fox, and the Hou 
* of Commons acceded to the Bill. But when it went 
« up to the Houſe of Lords there were ſome there who 
4 ſtuck it to the very bone.—Am I angry with them? 
« No. But it ought to be a leſſon to them. who are only 
5, as three in a whole country, bow they convict people 
«of Libels, merely to [ſupport the ſingularity of their 
© opinions. 

If I am aſked what is the definition of. an inſurrec- 
„ tion, I reply that I do not know. IS it a few boys 
4 planting the Tree of Liberty at Dundee? TI remem- 
<« ber rather a vulgar ſong, which I wiſh I had recollected 
& on a recent occaſion. It began with . 


© There was an Old Woman who lived at Dundee 


% And out of ber Backſide there grew a Piumb- Tree.“ 


It ſhould ſeem as if this good old Lady had riſen 
from the dead, in pity to the preſent a 
4 cc 
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s and for the purpoſe of giving ſome countenance to their 


& Proclamation. 

If the people were convened to decide whether the 
ce Power of Judgment in Libels ſhould be reſtored t. the 
« Judges, I am convinced that not one hand would be 
<« held up in ſupport of ſuch a propoſition, When a man 
<« has an opinion, he ought to publiſh it without being 
« calumniated. The Adminiſtration of Juftice, is or 
<« ought to be pure and impartial. Freedom of diſcuſſion 
© ought to be allowed, and © the ifſue of the brain,” in 
e the words of Milton, © ought to be as free as the iſſue 


cc of the womb.” 


<« If theſe Aſſociations, Gentlemen, continue, I ſhall 
ce move for eſtabliſhment of a public licenſer. The danger 
sand the oppreſſion will be leſs. I may give him my 
** book, and if he refufes to licenſe it, I know the con- 
te ſequences of publiſhing it. But if the purſes of all the 


4 'placemen and penſioners in England are to be employed 


< in rewarding ſpies and informers, if the wealth of 
& the treaſury, and thoſe who live on the treaſury, is to be 
ce ſpent in checking the operation of thought, how are 
<« the poor to reſiſt the oppreflion, and to avert the evil? 

« Let us, therefore, Gentlemen, oppoſe law to thoſe 
cc who are not guided by law. In a ſhort time, the peo- 
« ple will look at each picture, and find which is right and 
cc which is wrong. Theſe Aſſociators will then ſeparate 
« faſt enough; they will be dissipated as the infects are a 
<« the riſing of the ſun. 4 
I am happy, Gentlemen, that we have met: let us 
<« continue to meet, and our numbers will rapidly en- 
tc creaſe. I belong to the people—they raiſed me from 
poverty to afluence—from obſcurity to notice they 
e have a right to demand my fervices—they ſhall have 
« them.“ © 

Mr. ExsKIxE's Speech was received with unprece- 
dented applauſe, and he retired accompanied by the me- 


rited benedictiens of the whole Aſſembly. 


An advertiſement, calumniating the Meeting, was read, 


but it was deemed to be too contemptible for notice. 


It was determined by an unanimous vote, that the Meet- 
ing ſhauld be held again on Saturday the 19th of January. 

The Aſſembly was honoured by the preſence and ſup- 
port of Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Grey, Mr. Erſkine, Mr. M. 
A. Tay- 
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A. Taylor, Mr. Francis, Mr. Courtney, Major Mait- 
land, Mr. G. Rous, Mr. Pigott, Mr. Brand Hollis, Mr. 
Tierney, Mr. Ward, Mr. Hayward, Mr. Mackintoſh, 
Mr. Curtis, Mr. Clifford, Mr. Kid, Mr. Agar, Mr, 
O'Brien, Mr. Richardſon, Count Zenobio, Mr. Brit- 
ton, Mr. Philips, Dr. Gregory, Mr. Gerald, Mr. Milnes, 
Col. Boſville, Mr. Redman, Mr. Robert Knight, and a 
numerous attendance of truly honeſt men. | 


FREE MASONS TAVERN, 
N DECEMBER 22. 


At a General Meeting of the Friends of the Freedom 
of the Preſs, convened this day by public advertiſement, 


GERARD NOEL.EDW ARDS, Eſq. M. P. 
In the Chair, 


Unanimouſly Reſolved, + 
_ iſt. That the Liberty of the Preſs is a right inſeparable 
from the Principles of a free Government, and eſſential to 
the ſecurity of the Britiſh conſtitution. 
-- 2d, That this liberty conſiſts in the free diſcuſſion and 
examination of the principles of civil government, and of 
all matters of public opinion. 
Za. That no writing ought to be conſidered as a public 
libel, and made the ſubject of criminal proſecution, un- 
lefs ſuch writing ſhall appear to be publiſhed with a deſign 
to excite the People to reſiſt the Civil Magiſtrate, or 
obſtruct the execution of the exiſting laws. 
4th.- That ſuch publications may become proper object: 
of proſecution, and that the Executive Government is 
entruſted with powers amply ſufficient for that purpoſe. 
- 5th. That we have therefore ſeen with uneaſineſs and 
alarm the formation of certain ſocieties, wnich, under 
the pretence of ſupporting the executive magiſtrate, and 
defending the Government againſt (edition, have held out 
general terrors againſt the circulation of writings; which, 
without deſcribing them, they term ſeditious; and entered 
into ſubſcriptions for the maintenance of proſecutions 
againſt them ; a proceeding doubtful as to its legality, 
uneonſtitutional in its principle, oppreſſive in its operation, 
and deſtructive of the Liberty of the Preſs. 
th. That ſuch aſſociations have appeared to us the more 
exceptionable from an attentive obſervation of their pro- 
ecedings. Whilſt mutually binding and engaging 2 
elves 


t 


ſelves to enforce the execution of ihe las againſt '{edirious 
libels, they have themſelyes produced and circulated publi- 
cations, containing doctrines long ſince exploded, and 
which, if SY would prove the)Roevglution to be. an 
act of rebellion, and the tiile of the n 
throne of theſe kingdoms to be founded in Aumpetian. - 
injuſt ice. een, A KY, ty? $ 4 

' 7th. That a ſyſtem of jealouſy; and arbitrary: Gogrgion . , 
of the people has beeri at all times dangerous to the ſta- 


. * * 


1 ” © W- WE 
l 8 glepve; the public peace as con- 
nected with public Li . this Meeting confidess it as an 
indiſpenſible duty to M their fellow ſub Ti 
proceedings. which appear to. be inconſiſtent® with either, 
on nee mart We are therefore 
determined to oppoſe, to che utrtoſt of our power, every 
attempt to prejudice any part of ie Qunſtitution, to main- 
tain that which appears to be its beſt ſecurity, the Free- 
dom of the Prefs 5 and to uſe our endeavours to counter- 
act the effect of meaſures which ſeem calculated to 


8th. That anxious-tp BY 


could excite. i 1 LY "By Order of the Meeting. | { IG " 
(Signed) ,, 1, SAD Noel EnDwarDs, 
* | i n Chairman. . 
| | bat the thanks of this ing be given to the Chair- 
x man, for his fair, honourable, and impartial conduct. 
J bor $2) | 
That this Meeting. do now adjourn until Saturday the 
109 ch of January next. | 


- 


